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hammer and sickle. All of their promises up until now have been empty phrases and empty words; those
who were expelled, the prisoners and the exiles until today, after four years are still far away from their
families and native countries. Old forced labor camps and concentration camps still exist and are full to
the brim. In the place of old or closed ones, new ones arose; the concentration camps of death and the
ovens of the crematoria continue to burn and their chimneys poison the surrounding air with the odor
of burning corpses and human flesh. Nations are stirred up people are arguing, persecuting and hating
one another. On the world’s horizon there now appears, newer more powerful atomic bombs, capable
of greater destruction, new weapons of a far greater carrying capacity, new poison gases and so on,
without an end.

Does all of this aim to protect and safeguard people from fears, uncertainty, from terror? | don’t
think so. The world which believes in the intelligences of people is making a mistake; people who put
too much faith in other people and too little in God, are preparing for themselves a black, overcast,
stormy future. A person who renounces any faith in the Providence of God is making for himself with his
own hands, a rope, which does not augur anything good. Don’t tell me that God is responsible for our
present miserable and unquiet times because He so clearly promised people peace and our Savior
repeated that promise many times. Therefore, neither our Creator nor our Savior kept their promise.
Did God the Father really promise such an unconditional and absolute peace to every person and to all
people? Let’s just look at the record which in this case is the Scriptures.

What do we read there? Listen to what the angels sang at the stable in Bethlehem: “Peace on
earth to people of good will.” It is very explicit — “Peace to people of good will.” Can that person who
forgets about God, who casts God aside, who makes nothing of God’s commands, who ignores all of His
commands — can such a person be classified as a person of good will? What we say about an individual
person refers also to people in general. And again, “Peace | leave you! My peace | give you!” Not like the
world gives, do | give, do give you. Let not your hearts be fearful nor anxious.”

Please notice that the Savior at this point was speaking to His disciples who believed that their
Teacher was “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” Therefore, the peace of Christ is given to believers as a
reward for FAITH. The translators of the Bible insist that the word peace in the manner as a Hebrew
expression means health, prosperity, satisfaction and all success. Therefore, God did promise peace to
people but to people of good will. Yes, the Savior gave His peace, but to them who believed and believe
that the Savior is the Way, the Truth and the Life. And those kinds of people, in comparison with the
masses of people, unfortunately are few today. There are more and more of such “whose eyes do not
see, whose ears do not hear, whose heart does not understand, and they do not become converted.”
These kinds of people have already decided before-hand that they won’t be convinced. This is because
they refuse to change their style of life. Sacred Scripture explains this very plainly without mincing
matters: “Wisdom will not enter a malicious soul and will not live in a body given up to sin.”

The human body cannot stay healthy, cannot develop physically without proper nourishment.
The human soul also withers and dries up without spiritual food, and this food is faith; they are the
truths given us through faith. If a person is healthy, he eats this food that is carefully prepared, even if it
is the simplest. Then, when a person feels a distaste to such food and an aversion to it, he can be certain
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that something is spoiled in his physical organism, that his health is breaking down. What has happened
and where? Was it something in the food? No, because these are the same foods; just as skillfully, just
as expertly and appetizingly prepared as they have always been. Therefore, evidently the organism is
impaired or crippled. You are sick. A healthy mind and your instinct of self-preservation are pointing out
the need for medical attention.

You go to a physician who after a lengthy and precise examination writes you a suitable
prescription. If you faithfully take the prescribed medication and conscientiously follow the doctor’s
orders, you slowly begin to regain your health. Slowly you begin to get back your taste and appetite for
food.

Literally and to the point the same thing happens with faith which is the food of the soul. As
long as a person has a clear conscience not sullied by anything, he believes firmly, sincerely and heartily.
However, scarcely does he begin to get morally sick, whether it is through drunkenness, pride or some
other abuse, he begins to retreat from faith, he begins to complain about faith until finally he renounces
his faith, forgets about it and becomes not only an unbeliever, but a furious enemy of faith.

So many times | have heard from the lips of people who are naturally noble and gentle, who are
complaining about the lack of faith, on the impossibility of believing. “How happy | would be, if only |
had faith. | have such envy of those who have faith.” Such people understand what faith means, the
faith that they do not have but, those to whom God gave faith, do not treasure that gift.

Can a person obtain the gift of faith? Can he possibly regain the faith that he once lost? It’s
possible and this is without the shadow of a doubt. It is an undisputable fact that it is not so difficult for
one to find again his lost faith if that person reminds himself of that Biblical principle — “Wisdom will not
enter a malicious soul.” Therefore, he must expel pride and self-conceitedness from his mind; he must
uproot egoism and envy from his heart; from his soul; he must weed out all hatred. He must begin to
plead and pray; it is then that he who did not believe will believe; he whose faith was weak and shaky,
begins to openly and boldly to declare his faith. The world will then be filled with Peters and Pauls. That
will be the answer of people to today’s call of the world: “We need faith!”
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November 20, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Today the entire world along with all of humanity, stands on the threshold of a new era. This era
or epoch of not only new, but secret, horrifying, full of results which could bring humanity ether
countless blessings, or will be able to sow general destruction and ultimately wipe out the human race
from the face of the earth. This will depend on the people, on their intentions, on the plans that people
make, because the use of human discoveries for the benefit or to the detriment of mankind, depends on
the intentions and plans of people. It is true that God desires the happiness of his creature, but despite
that He allows man to have and exert total freedom of will. Because of this, man can use or abuse both,
the material gifts as well as his spiritual gifts. From the beginning of creation until this very day, people
have abused these gifts, secretly and openly.

Our first parents gave us the beginning and we are continuing that revolt, disobedience and not
agreeing with the intentions and plans of Divine Providence. God wants one thing and man wants
another. We see this especially today when people have lost the understanding of the dignity of man
and the value, meaning and true goal of life. A century of machinery, money and material progress has
evidently drowned those noble impulses of the soul and has hardened hearts.

Nevertheless, despite all of this, once more, as it often happened before, the nations of the
world, not excluding the American nation, are turning to religion, especially to the Catholic faith, as to a
leading star, like to a good steward who can give and assure the person concerning weather, courage
and peace in the present storm, as well as in unknown but expected, maybe even very close difficulties
and sufferings on the road of life. Presently, the world and all of humanity are bending and breaking
down under the weight of tasks and modern problems. Not too long ago, they placed so much hope and
believed so strongly in human intelligence, and what did this bring them? Catastrophes, disasters and
misery. If this were only in the material sphere, it still wouldn’t be that bad, but this happened in the
sphere of the soul and morality. Modern times have separated man and isolated him from faith in things
that can’t be seen, in a word, from everything that once was a part of a normal person, that was the
foundation of people’s life, mainly, that every human individual, regardless of whether he is good or
bad, belongs to God the Creator, the Lord and the Judge.

The person of today walks the path of life all alone, an orphan, reduced to subjection, uncertain,
helpless, full of doubts and hopeless. From here, to our talk entitled:

WE NEED FAITH

What faith is in a person’s life, what influence that faith exerts over his behavior, the most
eloquent lips nor the most skillful pen is capable of describing and writing about it exactly. Faith is the
source of everything that is good, sublime and noble. Faith is not only needed for salvation, but it is the
gateway, the door and the key to true happiness and peace here on earth. Why? because it shows us
the way, gives us the means, instills in us the desire, the courage and the strength for our life’s
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pilgrimage. This salutary and blessed activity of faith is recognized and acknowledged even by those who
for various reasons pass as unbelievers.

There probably has never been a more zealous unbeliever than the famous French writer
Diderot, who by word and pen fought against faith — every faith. One day, one of his friends and
adherents paid him an unexpected visit in order to lay out a new plan of attacks on God. He found him
doing something very strange. This unbeliever, who was so furious and so unyielding, was sitting in an
arm chair teaching his little daughter catechism. This guest was totally surprised and angrily demanded
an explanation.

The old unbeliever, smiling good-naturedly, said — “Is it possible for me to do anything better
since | want my daughter to grow up to become an exemplary and virtuous mother some day? Without
faith, she would be lacking a foundation for morality.”

This intellectual testimony of that lame French writer verifies my theory. A person who is an
unbeliever doesn’t want to know about God, about his beginning and purpose, about immortality,
eternity, about punishment and reward. What force, what kind of power can frighten a person from
committing vile deeds or sins? What can possibly encourage a person to a life of acts of mercy and
justice?

Maybe his own personal love, maybe some sort of material gain can keep him for some time on
the straight and narrow way. He will avoid excesses and misuse of things as long as the fear of harm or
the fear of punishment stands before his eyes. However, if one or the other pass by, or he sees that
there are some sort of benefits, a person without faith will dare to violate not only people’s laws but
also the laws of God and he will even boast about it. Don’t we know people like this? Don’t we
sometimes hear people praising themselves that even though they do not believe in anything and never
pray, despite that they are doing well and they have plenty of everything? Do we have such short
memories that we have already forgotten about the concentration camps, the crematories, the
starvation cells of World War Il that were created by educated German, people without faith who
despised God? Or, are we filled with horror by the stories of the exiles, displaced persons and prisoners
of war from the Russian camps? After all, this is the work of Communist atheists. In their warped minds,
faith is nothing else but an opium, which blunts and obscures the mind and anaesthetizes the heart.
Therefore, they themselves have renounced their faith and they act like wild animals, without mercy or
pardon towards those who are believer.

Faith gives one power, strength and comfort. Faith forms virtuous, noble heroes. A lack of faith
gives birth to people who are vicious, vile and lazy.

Allow me to sketch a few examples of homely and dear pictures that speak to us of faith. Let’s
go back about thirty years in history. We find ourselves in the poor little hut of a Polish worker. In a
small bedroom, a twelve year old girl who is as pale as a corpse is lying on a thin mattress. Her mother
and father are standing at her bedside. They are both weeping. A priest is seated by the bed. The sick
girl opens her eyes and looks so pleadingly at the priest as though she expected a miracle from him.
What has happened?
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Two weeks before, while jumping rope, the girl had broken her ankle. Her foot was not healing.
At first inflammation set in which then developed into gangrene which was extremely painful. Finally,
after a long and precise examination, the doctors decided upon an amputation of her leg below the
knee in order to prevent an infection spreading throughout her system causing certain death.

The young girl refused to undergo the surgery and her parents didn’t know what they should do
because they were facing a very serious situation. It was either certain death or become a life-long
cripple. The first was horrible and the second scenario was painful. To lose a twelve year old daughter
was a heavy and painful blow for the parents. The idea of looking at a child-cripple, not only saddened
but filled the parents with horror.

The sick girl looked confidently at the mild eyes of the priest which were also full of tears. She
kept her eyes fixed on his serene face and whispered in a very forceful voice — “I would rather die than
be a cripple.” There was dead silence. Then the priest began to speak slowly and firmly: “Listen, my
child. God gave you life and only God is permitted to decide when that life can end. That right belongs
only to God, not to you, not to me and not to any people. A person’s duty is to take care of his health,
protect and defend his life and take good care of himself as long as he can until that moment in time
when the Lord says: ‘Enough.” In order to take care of our health and life, we should use the advice and
means offered by enlightened and learned people. Therefore you must accept the will of God and
believe, believe with all your heart that the good God will guide the hand of the surgeon, the operation
will be a success and you will soon completely recover. You will lose your foot and part of your leg but
you will save your life. Now, make a good confession, receive Holy Communion and pray and believe in
the help of God. Will and want té6o life, and with the help of God, you will live.”

The girl listened carefully; slowly, all shadows of tension and unrest vanished from her face.
Finally, she whispered, “Let them operate. | believe in the help of God.”

The parents telephoned the doctor and the girl was immediately taken to the hospital. Within a
few days, the surgeon performed the surgery. Even though it lasted more than two hours, the surgery
was a complete success.

After five weeks, the girl returned home. At the beginning she walked with crutches. Then she
received an artificial leg. She learned to walk so skillfully, that no one could tell that her leg was artificial
and not natural. She is still living today, full of health and strength and is a great help at home to her
mother with all of the work at home.

Today, in talking about her experience, she insists that faith in the providence and help of God
gave her the courage to undergo the operation and also gave her the strength to withstand the suffering
and pain after the surgery. Thus, a person who deeply and sincerely believes will not allow himself to
break down under any difficulty and will not back up before any oObstacle. True, this person may fall,
because he is human, but he will always pick himself up and under the leadership and care of faith, will
move further on the ladder of life. A person who is a believer, in the end will always be a winner. A
person without faith is always a loser, both, in life and in death.
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If, before World War Il there was any country in the world If there was any country where the
people searched and chased after comforts, pleasures, joys and material prosperity, then without the
least doubt that was our country, the United States of America. If there was any country in which
silence, the act of keeping one’s tongue behind one’s teeth made people nervous; where people
avoided going to church, forgot about prayer and avoided mortification as though it were a contagious
disease, it was exactly what was going on before our very eyes in our own country. To talk to Americans
about faith, prayer, fasting was likened to throwing peas against the wall. They had one, empty, routine,
worn out answer. “I am an American, and in America there is total freedom. | am free to do as | please.
Do not bother me with such trifles. | am healthy and | have a well-paying job. | have an expensive
automobile and a very expensive radio. | have a real paradise here on earth.”

However, when the war broke out, people came to their senses and began to think and reflect
more deeply. They began to ask themselves and others whether it was worth existing for things which
one cannot keep forever; for things that are transitory and fade away so quickly? Is it worth chasing
after valuables which a person can smother and crush as soon as he seizes it, having hardly possessed it?

What do those few, or even several years of fame, success and prosperity mean if man does not
keep before his eyes some sort of higher, more noble goal or purpose? Is it worth for an intelligent
person to steep himself in pleasure; delights and entertainment which having been scarcely tested,
cause a distaste, a bitterness and indigestion? What is the meaning of that momentary armistice
between peoples or between nations which always ends in fierce war without pardon? All of these
worried and made our people very uneasy.

Therefore, they began to pray much more often and much more zealously. For this reason,
despite all of the fires in the world, despite the great happenings in the war, the American nation boldly,
serenely and with courage looked to the future, certain of victory and peace. This is what faith
accomplished. The nation found the road to Damascus and walking it, found the long lost, forgotten and
spurned faith.

This is a second vital example: here in Buffalo | knew the mother of a family who could not move
from her bed for the last thirty-two years of her life. | used to visit her regularly, every two weeks. She
never showed the least sign of impatience or anxiety. Her face was always serene, gentle. | never heard
even one harsh or bitter word fall from her lips. When | questioned her as to how she felt, | always got
the same answer: “Fine. | can’t complain.”

Puzzled by this really angelic patience, one time | asked her what her secret was and the little
old woman gave me this straight an d logical response: “Because | believe that God will not forget about
me and will not abandon me.”

| also admired her husband to whom one could not even mention about sending his sick wife to
a home or a hospital. Please remember that he went to work every day, came home to scrub floors,
wash clothes and cook the meals. “Annie” he would say, “God sent us a cross. We must carry it and not
trouble God. We suffered this long, we can suffer a little longer. But we will suffer together as man and
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wife. We shared good fortune in health, we will carry the cross as a couple because then it is neither
heavy nor so bitter.”

Show me just one man who is a non-believer who would be able to do something similar. A
believer prays; a non-believer swears and curses. A believer humbly submits his weak and shaking will to
the Will of God; the non-believer vehemently lashes out against the decisions of Divine Providence. A
believer, despite his sweat and tears goes forward at a steady pace; the non-believer reaches out for his
revolver, rope or poison. The believer wins out because his believers. The non-believer loses because he
doesn’t believe. | will stop here for a timely verse:

“Today we need peace of soul, a steadfast will, a temper of steel

Not sparks which glow with heat, but that which burns with quiet fire

We need an enormous disciplined faith that it may outlast the storms if the world
And again would lift high the banners and become the song which rises in the air.”

The life of every person has always been tied in with certain difficulties, tribulations and
uncertainties. Some people meet up with difficulties and inner and spiritual troubles, while others must
grapple with external and material problems. We should all therefore realize that a person’s life is a
constant battle, an unbroken battle, a continuous struggle. This is proven to be true especially in our
times. These are times of a mad rush and a feverish pursuit of everything that supposedly eases makes
life more pleasant and supposedly renders life more enjoyable. During the times of defeat, they have
gathered, until now secret forces of nature and concentrated them again in an atomic bomb. During
that era in which these impudent criminal forces arrogantly expelled God the Creator, they then turned
people either into soulless machines or into hordes of slaves or into a type of crazed animais without
any sense of justice, pity or mercy. During the times when that true value, dignity and the very meaning
of man was purposely pushed into a deep and dark corner and their places were filled by self-
conceitedness, pride, egoism and by the homage paid to abortionists and the erring and insane human
minds.

That is why modern man, stupefied by these and such other novelties, walk like a drunkard, not
knowing what to grab or what to hold onto. From all sides uncertainty, disillusion and terror surround
him. Apparent knowledge, superficial learning and material progress tore away from the lives of people
the one stable and true foundation of peace, satisfaction and normal happiness. Modern man exists but
he does not live. In order to live, one must believe. The most brilliant minds of people, left to
themselves, without the light and help of faith, until now have not yet managed to solve even one of the
important problems or difficulties of life despite many grandiloquent promises and assurances.

Do you demand proof of this? Look at the sessions of those experts deliberating in various
committees and commissions after the war. Since May of 1945 what have they done that was good and
profitable for the world as well as for the people? What have they decreed and if they did make laws or
decrees, did they put them into practice? World War Il was supposed to be the last war it was supposed
to crush Mars, the god of war. It was supposed to return freedom to those nations that were oppressed
and violated by powers that were inhuman and unbelieving, who had done away with the banner of
faith and arrogantly and triumphantly unfurled the flags of the broken cross and the one with the




